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Project summary:
On behalf of the Creative Minds International Public Charter School (located in a portion of the Sherman Building), AFRH has submitted preliminary and final site plans
for a playground adjacent to the Sherman Building on the AFRH campus. The nature-based playground will be located adjacent to parking lot P2 in the northwest section
of the campus in the North-Northeast sub-zone of the 2008 AFRH Master Plan. Currently the site is an open space, mostly covered in grass and includes approximately
33 trees. The majority of the trees will remain in place. A few trees appear to be in poor health and will be evaluated by an arborist prior to removal. Any trees removed
will be replaced on a one-to-one basis. The playground has been designed to minimize impacts on the existing landscape and the playground will use natural materials
such as logs, boulders, sand, water, and plants to create spaces for children to climb, contemplate, and construct. Within the playground, there will be a garden where
children will learn where their food comes from as they plant, harvest, and sample edible crops.

To enclose the space, rather than fences, there will be planted buffers and screens. These planning beds will keep the children safe and provide screening of the
playground from the surrounding buildings including Lincoln Cottage. Along the edge between the parking lot and the playspace, there will be a meadow planted with
native grasses and perennials, which will attract beneficial insects and provide a beautiful focal point. Along the boundary between the Administration Building and the
playground, there will be a hedge which will also help to screen views from Lincoln Cottage. The hedge will include a variety of native shrubs, which will provide habitat
for birds and four seasons of color, fragrance, and beauty. In the southeast area of the site, near the existing Linden tree, it is not possible to plant shrubs in the critical
root zone of the tree. Therefore, vertical wood panels will screen the playground and they will double as storage cabinets that can be accessed from the north.
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View from Administration Building



View from Lincoln Cottage



View from Lincoln Cottage



View from Stanley Hall Chapel



View from Stanley Hall Chapel
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